Monthly Fire Pit Maintenance Checklist

Keep your fire pit safe, efficient, and ready for memorable backyard moments

Before You Begin

Safety first. Always ensure your fire pit is completely cool before maintenance. Moreover, disconnect gas

supplies and remove all ash or debris. Additionally, gather your tools and replacement parts beforehand.
What you'll need:

e Work gloves

e Wire brush

e Soft cloth or sponge

e Mild soap and water

e Vacuum or shop vac

e Flashlight or headlamp

e Replacement parts (as needed)

General Monthly Tasks (All Fire Pit Types)

Visual Inspection

Check the fire bowl for cracks or damage

Look for hairline fractures, rust spots, or warping
Examine the fire pit base and legs

Ensure stability and check for loose bolts or corrosion
Inspect the spark screen or glass doors

Replace damaged screens immediately for safety
Review the surrounding area

Clear debris within 10 feet and trim overhanging branches

Cleaning and Care

Clean the exterior surfaces
Use mild soap and water, then dry thoroughly
Remove spider webs and nests

Check hidden areas where insects might build homes



Test the fire pit cover fit
Ensure proper protection from weather and debris
Organize fire pit tools and accessories

Clean and store poker, tongs, and other equipment properly

Wood-Burning Fire Pit Tasks

Ash and Debris Management

Remove all ash and charcoal remnants

Use a metal shovel and dispose in metal container
Check for unburned wood pieces

Remove partially burned logs that could harbor moisture
Inspect the fire bowl interior

Look for buildup that could affect airflow or drainage

Hardware and Structure

Test grate stability and condition

Replace bent or rusted grates that affect air circulation
Check drainage holes (if applicable)

Clear blockages to prevent water accumulation
Examine air vents and dampers

Ensure proper operation for temperature control

Safety Components

Verify spark arrestor condition

Clean mesh and replace if holes are enlarged
Test firewood storage area

Keep wood dry and at least 10 feet from fire pit
Review fire safety equipment

Check water source, sand bucket, or fire extinguisher access

Gas Fire Pit Tasks (LPG & Natural Gas)

Burner System Inspection

Remove lava rocks, glass, or decorative media

Clean and inspect for damage or excessive wear



Check burner tubes for blockages

Use compressed air to clear spider webs or debris
Inspect burner ports individually

Ensure all holes are clear and uniform in size
Test flame pattern and color

Blue flames indicate proper operation; yellow suggests problems

Gas Connection Safety

Inspect all gas fittings and connections

Look for corrosion, loose connections, or damage
Perform soapy water leak test

Apply solution to all joints while gas is on
Check flexible gas lines for cracks

Replace any lines showing wear or damage immediately
Verify gas shut-off valve operation

Ensure smooth operation and complete closure

LPG Tank Specific (Propane)

Inspect propane tank for rust or dents

Check tank collar, valve, and regulator condition
Test tank level and gauge accuracy

Plan replacement before completely empty
Check regulator and hose assembly

Look for cracks, wear, or loose connections
Verify tank storage and positioning

Keep upright and protected from extreme temperatures

Natural Gas Specific

Inspect underground or wall connections
Check for exposed areas or potential damage
Test gas meter and shut-off access
Ensure you can reach emergency controls quickly
Review gas line markings and protection

Confirm proper identification and damage prevention

Control System Maintenance



Test ignition system reliability

Clean igniter and check battery if applicable
Verify control knob smooth operation

Lubricate if manufacturer recommends specific products
Check thermocouple or safety systems

Ensure proper flame sensing and gas shut-off function

Safety Reminders

Emergency Preparedness

Update emergency contact information

Keep gas company and fire department numbers accessible
Review family fire safety plan

Practice emergency procedures monthly with household members
Check fire extinguisher pressure

Ensure proper type and current inspection dates

Weather Considerations

Inspect for wind damage or displacement
Secure loose components before next use
Check drainage after heavy rains
Remove standing water that could cause damage
Assess freeze damage potential

Protect gas lines and fixtures in cold climates

When to Call Professionals

Contact a qualified technician if you discover:
e Gas leaks that persist after tightening connections
¢ Significant rust, corrosion, or structural damage
e Ignition problems that cleaning doesn't resolve

e Unusual flame patterns, colors, or sounds

e Any safety system that doesn't function properly
Schedule annual professional service for:

e Complete gas system inspection and testing



e Thermocouple calibration and safety system verification

e Structural integrity assessment for permanent installations

Record Keeping

Track your maintenance:

¢ Date of last inspection
e Parts replaced or repaired
e Professional service dates

e Warranty information and receipts
Note any concerns:

e Changes in performance or operation
e Unusual wear patterns

e Environmental factors affecting the fire pit

Seasonal Bonus Tasks

Spring startup: Deep clean and full system test
Summer peak: Extra debris removal and heat stress checks
Fall preparation: Clear leaves and prepare for increased use

Winter storage: Proper shutdown and protection procedures

Remember: Regular maintenance prevents problems and extends your fire pit's life. When in doubt, consult

your owner's manual or contact the manufacturer for guidance.



